Beyond Reasonable Doubt Jesus is Alive!!
Text: John 28:1-15
1After the Sabbath, at dawn on the first day of the week, Mary Magdalene and the other Mary went to look at the tomb. 
2 There was a violent earthquake, for an angel of the Lord came down from heaven and, going to the tomb, rolled back the stone and sat on it. 3 His appearance was like lightning, and his clothes were white as snow. 4 The guards were so afraid of him that they shook and became like dead men. 
5 The angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid, for I know that you are looking for Jesus, who was crucified. 6 He is not here; he has risen, just as he said. Come and see the place where he lay. 7 Then go quickly and tell his disciples: ‘He has risen from the dead and is going ahead of you into Galilee. There you will see him.’ Now I have told you.” 
8 So the women hurried away from the tomb, afraid yet filled with joy, and ran to tell his disciples. 9 Suddenly Jesus met them. “Greetings,” he said. They came to him, clasped his feet and worshiped him. 10 Then Jesus said to them, “Do not be afraid. Go and tell my brothers to go to Galilee; there they will see me.” 
The Guards’ Report
11 While the women were on their way, some of the guards went into the city and reported to the chief priests everything that had happened. 12 When the chief priests had met with the elders and devised a plan, they gave the soldiers a large sum of money, 13 telling them, “You are to say, ‘His disciples came during the night and stole him away while we were asleep.’ 14 If this report gets to the governor, we will satisfy him and keep you out of trouble.” 15 So the soldiers took the money and did as they were instructed. And this story has been widely circulated among the Jews to this very day.

Introduction: The Courtroom of the Soul
There’s a phrase we all recognize from the courtroom: “beyond a reasonable doubt.”
It’s the highest standard of proof we have.  It doesn’t mean no doubt at all—but it means no reasonable doubt remains.
Now imagine placing the resurrection of Jesus Christ on trial.
· The claim: A dead man came back to life 
· The question: Can it be trusted? 
· The verdict: What will you do with the evidence? 
Paul writes in 1 Corinthians 15 not like a philosopher—but like a witness.  He says, “This is what happened.  These are the people who saw Him.  Some are still alive—go ask them.

This morning, I want to present the case: Jesus is alive—beyond reasonable doubt.
The resurrection of Jesus is one of the most significant claims in human history.  A historical claim that requires examining evidence.  The key pieces typically cited include:
Early testimony: Paul's letters (written 20-25 years after Jesus' death) cite even earlier creeds claiming Jesus appeared to hundreds of people. This is remarkably early by ancient historical standards.
The transformation of the disciples: Skeptics and believers alike note that Jesus' followers went from terrified and scattering after the crucifixion to boldly proclaiming his resurrection, many dying for this claim.  While martyrdom doesn't prove truth, it does suggest sincere belief.
The empty tomb: Multiple early sources, including those potentially hostile to Christianity, seem to acknowledge the tomb was empty, though they dispute why.
Women as first witnesses: In a culture where women's testimony held little legal weight, it's striking that all four Gospels place women as the first witnesses—an unusual detail if fabricating a story.
"Beyond reasonable doubt" is a legal standard requiring extremely high confidence but not absolute certainty.  Whether the resurrection meets this standard depends partly on your prior assumptions about miracles.  If you consider them impossible, no amount of testimony suffices.  If you're open to their possibility, the historical evidence becomes more compelling.
If Jesus is alive, the implications are staggering: death is conquered, there's hope beyond the grave, and Jesus' claims about himself and God's relationship with humanity take on ultimate significance.
The historical case for resurrection comprises three consistent facts: the empty tomb, Jesus’s appearances to disciples and others, and the emergence of Christian faith—elements that justify Jesus actually rose from the dead.  Since Christ was raised from the dead, death no longer holds dominion over him (Rom 6:4–9), establishing his permanent, living status rather than a temporary resuscitation.
I. The Evidence of the Empty Tomb
All four Gospels begin the same way: The tomb was empty.  This is important—because even the enemies of Jesus never denied it.  They didn’t say, “The body is still there.”  Instead, they said, “The disciples must have stolen it.”
But think about that.  These were the same disciples who had run away in fear, locked themselves in a room, and had given up hope.  Are these men suddenly bold grave robbers?  And then—would they suffer, be beaten, and die for something they knew was a lie?
It is recorded that an angel of God descended from heaven and the soldiers guarding the tomb became as dead men before eventually recovering from their shock and running back to the Jewish leaders to tell them what happened.  The Jewish leaders fabricated a lie that the disciples came and stole Jesus’ body away and as the passage we read says, “it is still told to this day.”
The truth is that an angel came down and rolled the stone back from the tomb to allow witnesses to see that Jesus was not in the grave but had risen just as he said he would.
The tomb wasn’t just empty.  It demanded an explanation.

II. The Evidence of Eyewitness Testimony
Jesus appeared first to Mary Magdalene, out of whom He had cast seven demons.  He also appeared to his disciples and other believers in various places and occasions, showing them his wounds and eating with them.
These weren’t dreams.  These weren’t visions.  These were encounters.  People talked with Jesus.  They ate with Him.  They touched Him.

Illustration:  In a small town, if one person says they saw something strange, you might shrug it off.  But if 500 people say the same thing—you start paying attention.
Even more compelling—these witnesses didn’t gain anything worldly:  No wealth No power No safety 
What they gained was persecution.  And yet they never retracted.  People may die for something they believe is true…But not for something they know is false.
Christianity distinguishes itself from many other religious traditions by grounding its central claim in a historical event.  As Christianity Today noted, "Christianity is a factual religion, and one of its two central facts is the resurrection of Jesus from the dead.  The resurrection is no less a fact because it was a supernatural act."  The disciples and followers testified to seeing the risen Jesus, even though they did not witness the actual moment of rising — an event shrouded in mystery.
The Wikipedia summary of scholarly and theological consensus notes that the resurrection belief holds that God raised Jesus on the third day after His crucifixion, after which He appeared to His disciples, commissioned them with the Great Commission, and then ascended to Heaven.

III. The Evidence of Transformed Lives
Let’s talk about changed people.
Peter  He denied Jesus three times.  Days later, he stands and preaches boldly.
James  A skeptic—Jesus’ own brother.  He didn’t believe during Jesus’ ministry.  But after the resurrection he becomes a leader in the church.
Paul  A persecutor of Christians.  He hunted them down.  Then suddenly—he becomes one of them.  What happened?  They encountered the risen Christ.
Illustration:  You can argue with a man’s theology.  You can debate his opinions.  But when a man’s life is completely changed—something real has happened.
And that same transformation continues today.  Addicts set free  Marriages restored.  Hearts made new.  The resurrection is not just history—it is power still at work.

IV. The Evidence of the Living Church
The church was born in Jerusalem—the very place Jesus was crucified.  If the body were still in the tomb, Christianity would have died before it began.  But instead thousands believed and the message spread.  The church grew and it continues today.  Across the world… and even here in our small community…People gather because they believe one thing: Jesus is not dead. He is alive.
For Christians, "Jesus is alive" is not merely a statement about a past event — it is a present reality. Catholic theologian insights emphasize that the evidence of Jesus being alive is the ongoing presence of the Holy Spirit.  As 1 Corinthians 12:1–3 indicates, the Spirit and Jesus' Lordship are mutually affirming: "We have the Spirit because Jesus is Lord.  How do we know Jesus is Lord? Because we have the Spirit".
Billy Graham summarized it powerfully: "The greatest news that mortal ear has ever heard is the news that Jesus Christ has risen from the dead as He promised!  The resurrection of Jesus Christ is the chief proof of the Christian faith.  It is the truth that lies at the very foundation of the Gospel".
Why the Resurrection Matters
The resurrection is considered essential — not merely important — to the Christian faith for several reasons:
1. It validates Jesus' identity as the Son of God and Messiah. Jesus pointed to His resurrection as the definitive "sign from heaven" that would authenticate His ministry and divine claims (Matthew 16:1–4).  The Apostle Paul wrote that Jesus was "declared to be the Son of God in power… by his resurrection from the dead" (Romans 1:4).
2. It is the basis of salvation. Romans 10:9 states, "If you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus and believe in your heart that God has raised Him from the dead, you will be saved." Without the resurrection, Paul argues, Christians would still be "in their sins" (1 Corinthians 15:17).
3. It demonstrates victory over sin and death.  By rising from the dead, Jesus proved victorious over sin, its power, and all its consequences.  Christians believe that through His resurrection, believers also "rise" spiritually — their sinful nature is crucified with Christ, and they are reborn as new creatures empowered by the Holy Spirit (Romans 6:2–4; Colossians 2:12–14).
4. It validates the Father's acceptance of Christ's sacrifice.  The resurrection serves as God's "clear signal" that Jesus' atoning work on the cross was sufficient and acceptable.  Without it, Jesus' death would lack divine endorsement.
5. It fulfills Old Testament prophecy.  Psalm 16:10 foretold that God's "Holy One" would not see corruption — Jesus' body did not decay in the tomb, and He was raised, fulfilling this and other prophetic scriptures (Acts 13:32–37).

V. The Verdict: What Will You Do With Jesus?
At the end of a trial, the jury must decide.  Not based on feelings—But based on evidence.
Let’s review:
· The tomb is empty 
· The witnesses are many 
· Lives were transformed 
· The church was born 
So the question is not: “Is there evidence?”  The question is: “What will you do with it?”
We don’t just believe in a risen Savior—we believe in a living, transforming Savior.  The resurrection is not just something to accept…It’s something to experience.
Because the same power that raised Jesus from the dead is the power that can:
· Forgive our sin 
· Break our chains 
· Sanctify our heart 
· Make us new 
Conclusion: The Verdict Is In
Imagine a courtroom where the evidence is overwhelming.  The witnesses are credible.  The facts are clear.  The truth is undeniable.  The verdict comes in: “Beyond reasonable doubt.”
Have you ever watched a loved one die and wondered, “Is this the end of life?  Will my mother, or father or dear grandparent, or close friend live again?”  I have paid my respect to many people lying in a coffin and have officiated several funerals and have experienced different emotions.  Death seems so final.  Or is it?
God’s Word, has something to say about life after death.  Skeptics may say that the Bible can’t be trusted.  But as scholars test the historical reliability of the Bible by the same rigorous criteria that we apply to all historical documents, we learn that the Bible indeed is factual, accurate, and trustworthy.  Jesus Christ was born of the virgin Mary; He preached the Gospel to the poor and healed the sick; He was crucified on a cross and buried in a tomb; He rose from the dead the third day and appeared to many of his followers.
The declaration "Jesus is alive" captures the heart of Christian belief — that Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified under Pontius Pilate, conquered death through His bodily resurrection and now reigns eternally as Lord.  This belief provides the foundation for Christian hope in salvation, the forgiveness of sins, and the promise of eternal life for all who trust in Him.  Whether approached as a matter of personal faith or historical inquiry, the resurrection remains the most discussed, debated, and celebrated claim in the history of religion.
But then comes the deeper question—Will you walk out unchanged?  Or will you respond?

Pass the elements
Communion Meditation: “Because He Lives”
Today, we come to the table on Resurrection Sunday.  At first, that might seem a little unusual—because this table reminds us of the cross.  The bread reminds us of His body broken.  The cup reminds us of His blood poured out.
But we don’t come to a funeral table today.  We come to a living table.
Because the same Jesus who gave His body…the same Jesus who shed His blood…is no longer in the grave.  He is alive.  And that changes everything.
The cross was not the end of the story—it was the price of our salvation.  The resurrection is the proof that the price was accepted.
So as you hold the bread today, remember: He gave His body for you.
And as you take the cup, remember: His blood covers your sin completely.
But don’t stop there—Lift your heart in hope, because:
· Sin is forgiven 
· Death is defeated 
· And Jesus is alive 
And because He lives…we have life too.
Prayer:
“Lord Jesus, we thank You for the cross—and we rejoice in the empty tomb.  As we receive these elements, remind us that Your sacrifice was enough, and Your victory is complete.  Fill us with resurrection hope today.  We thank You that the resurrection is not a myth, not a legend, but truth.  Beyond reasonable doubt, You have conquered death.
Now help us not only to believe it—but to live in it.  Change hearts, restore lives, and draw us closer to You.  In the name of the risen Christ, Amen.”

Closing Hymn #256 “Because He Lives”

Benediction: “Go in Resurrection Power”
Go now in the hope of the empty tomb.  Go in the power of the risen Christ.  May the One who conquered death fill you with unshakable faith, unending hope, and overflowing joy.  And may you live this week as resurrection people—forgiven, restored, and made new.  Go in peace…because He lives.  Amen.
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